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March 17, I960 


Mr. John A. Tellefsen 
217 Marple Road 
Haverford, Penna. 

Dear ;r. Tellefsen: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of March 12, I960, en- 
closing the New England shilling and Fugio copper, for my 
opinion. I am always glad to be of help in matters of this 
sort and appreciate the confidence which my many numismatic 
friends have in recommending me. 

The Fugio piece, weighing l£6 grains, has a 7«lt specific 
gravity, which indicates that it is not copper. In addition 
the casting metal can be seen where the copper plating has 
b<^en knocked off. This is therefore merely a plated ca 3 t. 

The New England shilling is very interesting. It weighs 
grains, which is substantially short of the weight of a New 
England shilling in unclipped condition. Its specific 
gravity is 9.3 which is somewhat low. On the side with "XII", 
you can see the outline of a crowned head facing right and 
also lettering in front of the forehead. This means the 
undercoin is either an English or French piece, *»hich I have 
not taken the time to identify. The die break in the middle 
bar of the "E n , in "NE" is apparently an engraved copy of 
the genuine die with the die break, namely, Noe I, It is 
very close to the design of the original. The "XII” on the 
reverse is also different from the genuine types in minor 
particulars. The coin has been scratched, or filed, which 
is not customary in this type of piece. 

I believe the foregoing is sufficient to have you determine 
what to do. 


Sincerely yours, 


E ?N/atb 


■RIG ?. NEWMAN 
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M&y 6, I960 


Mr. John A .Telle ."sen, 

217 Marple Road 
Haverford, Penna. 

Dear Mr .Tellef sen : 

I appreciate your consideration for my welfare in 
the manner in which you handled the New England 
shilling situation. Apparently Paul Kagin endeavored 
to find out from you whose opinion you are relying on. 
I do not wish to g^t in the middle nor does Picker. 

On several occasions Walter Breen and I have had 
differences of opinion but, eventually, on arguing 
the matter out we arrived at thd same conclusion. 

Art and i’aul Kagin have sent me coins for authen- 
tication before and I am always glad to give my 
opinion on such coins as I am familiar with. For 
you, however, to give my name to them so that they 
could try to get Walter and myself into a squabble 
is of no value. You are under no obligation to 
tell him the source of your information. 

ihank you, again, for looking at the matter from my 
point of view. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


JOHN A. TELLEFSEN 
217 MARPLE ROAD 
HAVERFORD, PENNSYLVANIA 
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March 27, 


Mr. John A. Tpllefsen 
217 Marple Road 
Haverford, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Tellefsen: 

Thank you for your comments concerning our article for 
the COIN WORLD. 

This organization has been founded for the purpose of 
encouraging numismatic research and education. We have 
exhibits in various places in the country, help research 
projects which need financial assistance, review written 
material before publication, etc. 

What we would like to see you do, is some specific re- 
search on a subject you like. and will be glad to help 
you m locating sources, lending you books, etc. We 
would certainly like to call on you to do research in 
the Philadelphia area when the occasion demands it as 
tye Pennsylvania Historical Society and the Philadelphia 
library Company have wonderful material. 

Let us hear from you if you have a project which sincerely 
interests you. 


Sincerely yours, 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

By 


EPN/atb 


Eric ?. Newman, President 


